
VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS

Join Us
Help Break the Cycle of Poverty 
in Our Area

Volunteer 
Work with Disadvantaged Children to 
Develop Their Maximum Potential

www.ReadWithMeVolunteers.com
FOR INFO:  readwithmedzimmerman@gmail.com or (760) 567-1830
DONATE:  Read with Me Volunteer Programs is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
Fed Tax EIN #47-1406641. All contributions are fully tax deductible.

CATHEDRAL CITY ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL–Cathedral City, CA
Lynn Baersch • baersch@aol.com

JACKSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL–
Indio, CA
Dennis Sheehan
readwithmedennis@gmail.com
Sponsored by Our Lady of Soledad

JOHN KELLEY ELEMENTARY–
Thermal, CA
Bruce Titcomb • bltitcomb@gmail.com
Rebecca Ruffing, Joslyn Program 
Director
Sponsored by Joslyn Senior Center

LAS PALMITAS ELEMENTARY–
Thermal, CA 
Dan & Sandy Giovannitti
daniel.giovannitti@gmail.com
Sponsored by St. Francis Church 

MECCA ELEMENTARY–Mecca, CA 
Roberta Klein
robertaeklein@gmail.com
Sponsored by Sacred Heart Church

MOUNTAIN VISTA ELEMENTARY–
Indio, CA 
Alena Callimanis
readwithmealena@gmail.com
Sponsored by Our Lady of Soledad 

OASIS ELEMENTARY–Thermal, CA
Kathy Coplen • kcoplen@dc.rr.com
Sponsored by St. Margaret’s Episcopal 
& Palm Desert Presbyterian Church

PALM VIEW ELEMENTARY–
Coachella, CA
Jenifer Coles • jenifergose@yahoo.com
Sponsored by Friendship Church 

PETER PENDLETON ELEMENTARY–
Coachella, CA
Kristi Ricker • Kristi_ricker@yahoo.com
Sponsored by Sacred Heart Church

RICHARD OLIPHANT ELEMENTARY– 
Indio, CA 
Bob Firring • rfirring@aol.com
Sponsored by Southwest Church 

SAUL MARTINEZ ELEMENTARY–
Mecca, CA
Horst Engel
readwithmehorst@gmail.com
Sponsored by Hope Lutheran Church  

SEA VIEW ELEMENTARY–
Salton City, CA 
Alena Callimanis
readwithmealena@gmail.com

VALLE DEL SOL ELEMENTARY–
Coachella, CA
Margaret Wallace • marrwall@aol.com
Sponsored by Monterey County Club  

VALLEY VIEW ELEMENTARY–
Coachella, CA
Bonnie Heri
readwithmebonnie@gmail.com
Rachel Luiz
readwithmerachel@gmail.com
Sponsored by Southwest Church 

VAN BUREN ELEMENTARY–Indio, CA
Alena Callimanis
readwithmealena@gmail.com 
Sponsored by Sacred Heart Church 

INCLINE VILLAGE ELEMENTARY–
Incline Village, Nevada
Steve Wiggs 
swiggs@washoeschools.net
Sharon Schrage
sharon@inclineeducationfund.org
John Gregory
ashburyjohn1@gmail.com
Sponsored by Village Church, 
St. Patrick Episcopal and St. Francis 
of Assisi

MARIPOSA ACADEMY–Reno, Nevada
Sue Foltz • suefoltz@yahoo.com
Sponsored by St. Francis of Assisi and 
Montreaux Country Club

VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS

2021-2022 READ WITH ME CONTRIBUTIONS
$50,000 AND OVER
• Jeannie & Jim Morris
• Riverside County Office 

of Education, Dr. Edwin 
Gomez 

$25,000–$49,999
• Anderson Children’s 

Foundation
• CA Community 

Foundation, Auen 
Foundation 

• H.N. and Frances C. 
Berger Foundation, 
Coachella Valley 
Spotlight Grant, 
Catharine Reed & 
Sherrie Auen

• Omaha Community 
Foundation, John, Diane, 
Bill, and Ruth Scott 

$10,000–$24,999
• BIGHORN Golf Club 

Charities
• Bob Firring
• Rite Aid Foundation
• Sacred Heart Church, 

Rev. Gregory Elder
• Silicon Valley 

Community Foundation, 

Nan Geschke 
• Snow Family Charitable 

Foundation, Aviva & Ron 
Snow

$5,000–$9,999
• Agua Caliente Band of 

Cahuilla Indians
• American Golf 

Corporation, Monterey 
Golf Club

• Desert Community 
Foundation, Roberta & 
Clay Klein 

• The DJM & CMJR 
Charitable Foundation

• Evans Family Foundation
• Molly Harris
• International Fund for 

Economic Development, 
Patricia Sullivan 

• Marcia & Steve Larson
• Patrick McCarthy 

Foundation 
• The San Diego 

Foundation, Dr. Seuss 
Fund

• Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation, 
Roberta & Clay Klein

• Tad Danz Trust
 
$1,000 –$4,999
• Lynn Baersch
• Jaqueline & Martin 

Casey, Casey Family 
Living Trust

• The Child’s World, 
George Peterson* 

• City of Indio
• Karen & Carroll Cook
• Robin Corkey Donor 

Trust
• John & Patrice Duffy
• Maureen Gillespie 

(Langerstrom)
• Hope Lutheran Church, 

Pastor Derick Fossey
• Hope Share Care, Paul 

McCoy Foundation
• Jazzed About Reading, 

Annie Winston*
• Kunz Charitable Fund, 

Justin Kunz 
• Catherine McLin
• The Northwest 

Foundation
• Fran Panico
• Linda Pike
• Kristen & Kevin Ricker

• The Rodman Foundation
• Walmart Giving 

Foundation
• Woman’s Club of Indio 

    
$500– $999
• AmazonSmile
• John & Judy Austin
• Robert Barnett
• Alena Callamanis
• Patricia & James Clark
• Patty Engels & Dick 

Medland
• Gerald Starek Family 

Charitable Trust
• Anne Hetland
• Denise & Mike Hurst
• The Jan Stauber Grant 

Program of the Beacon 
Society

• James Logsdon
• Marilyn & Matthew 

Merrick/Gauss
• Nicolas & JoAnne Moore
• Christina Ray 
• Saint Margaret’s 

Episcopal Church
• Beatrice “Nan” Shipp
• Eileen Todd
 

$100–$499
• Barbara Adner
• Lori Alexander
• Beatrice Aune
• Roger Christensen
• Judith & David Collins
• Ashri De Alwis
• LuAnne & Rob Engh
• Maria Gandera
• Stephen & Lisa George
• Pamela Green
• William Griffin 
• Frank Leinen
• Rachel & Ricky Luiz
• Tom & Barb Melby
• Dorothy & John Owens
• Fred Palmiero 
• Guido Portente
• Price Waterhouse
• Richard Leza Foundation
• Ann Savin 
• Jolene & Larry Shapiro
• Victoria Trenkle 
• Victoria Vasilakos
• Sara & Nicholas Walz
 
* denotes in-kind 

contribution

Become a 
Contributor...
Together we can 
make a difference.

$500
Buys support equipment 

for volunteers to 
tutor children

$1,000
Provides recruiting, registering, 

training, administration, and 
support for one new volunteer 

to work with participating 
schools and their students for 

one year

$300
Funds the training 
of one volunteer 

to read with students

$200
Buys 20 books for

children to take home
and share with their

families

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING?
If you are interested in volunteering, please call us at 760-567-1830 

or send an email to readwithmedzimmerman@gmail.com.

To contribute, please make a check out to Read with Me Volunteer Programs, mail to:
PO Box 1016, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 or

Visit our website at www.readwithmevolunteers.com to use a credit card through PayPal.  
Please also consider us in your will through your estate plan.

2021-2022
PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS, 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS 
& SPONSORS

MISSION STATEMENT  
To assist local children from a low income, limited English speaking environment 

to develop to their fullest potential by learning to read, comprehend, and speak English, 
while understanding that people care about them as individuals.

Annual
Report
July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022

READ WITH ME STAFF
ADMINISTRATOR & REGIONAL 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR:

Rachel Luiz

PROGRAM COORDINATOR:

Alena Callimanis

REGIONAL VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR & 
BOOK PURCHASING:

Noemi Guitron

REGIONAL COORDINATOR:

Alicia Ibarra

DEVELOPMENT & GRANTS:

Louise Cummings

PR/MEDIA:

DeAnn Lubell

CONSULTANT:

Dan Zimmerman

Celebrating our generous 
donors at our RWM Donor 

Luncheon.

2,000+
NUMBER OF STUDENTS RECEIVING TUTORING

AMONG 17 SCHOOLS

Dear Friends,
 
Another challenging year tutoring disadvantaged children has 
resulted once again in seeing the children who had a volunteer 
tutor progress 50% more in reading progress than the other 
children in their class. Our 334 registered volunteers tutored 
over 2,000 kids in 17 different schools…15 in the Coachella 
Valley and two in Nevada. The volunteers provided 10,423 
hours for our program. We were able to be on campus in 12 of 
the 17 schools…sometimes wearing masks sometimes not, all 
dictated by the school district. Even though for part of the year 
children were not required to wear masks, many of them did at 
parental orders since they most often live in crowded multi-
generational homes and parents didn’t want to risk having the 
virus brought home to particularly vulnerable grandparents. 

We are enormously proud of our exceptional  team of 
volunteers working under the direction of dedicated teachers 
at each school. We are deeply grateful for the public support of 
contributions and grants that enable us to operate our program 
recruiting, registering, vetting, training, and placing volunteers 
in classrooms and schools that need them.

We were happy to be able to distribute 33,317, high quality, 
age-appropriate books to 9,353 students, at a cost of $95,843. 
Our budget is increased this year and we will be hiring an 
executive director which will enable us to try to regain the 
ground lost in volunteer participation due to the pandemic. 

We once again seek people to provide their time, talent, 
and treasure to truly make a difference in the future potential 
for the children we so happily serve. We want them to not just 
survive, but to thrive.

Sincerely,

Roberta Klein
FOUNDER & PRESIDENT READ WITH ME VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS
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2022 READ WITH ME 
BOARD MEMBERS
Roberta Klein
DIRECTOR & PRESIDENT

Jeannie Morris, TREASURER

Clay Klein, SECRETARY

James Clark
Rev. Gregory Elder, 
SACRED HEART

Horst Engel
Patrick Evans, CBS KESQ 

Pastor Derek Fossey
Dan Giovannitti 
Dr. Edwin Gomez
SUPERINTENDENT RIVERSIDE 
COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION

Pat Harris
Dr. Luis Valentino
SUPERINTENDENT CVUSD

9,353
NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED BOOKS

NOTABLE & QUOTABLE 

“Volunteers are magic!” 
—DR. EDWIN GOMEZ, SUPERINTENDENT RIVERSIDE COUNTY OFFICE   

OF EDUCATION
 
“It was amazing to watch these students, who were far behind 
their classmates due to the COVID year, so engaged with their 
afterschool Read With Me volunteer. The students worked on 
their sounds and letter recognition. By the middle of May, these 
1st graders were reading fluently. Their confidence level soared.”  
—LISA PRESLEY, TEACHER AT SEA VIEW ELEMENTARY
 
“There was a third-grade student who was acting out in his class 
and failing in all academics. He joined our after-school Reading 
Club at Sea View Elementary. It turns out this student had no 
internet at home, so no school participation for 17 months! He 
could not write his own name. He was so proud that first day 
with the support of his Read with Me volunteer to learn to spell 
and write his name. With one-on-one attention, the student 
began reading and writing in English over the course of just a 
few months. With his new academic confidence, he also began 
participating positively in the classroom.”  
—ALENA CALLIMANIS, READ WITH ME REGIONAL VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

“Read With Me is an amazing organization that has a proven 
track record of recruiting, training, and transporting senior 
volunteers to 15 different elementary schools throughout the 
Coachella Valley. As a reading volunteer for Read with Me 
at John Kelley Elementary and their Volunteer Coordinator, 
I have witnessed first-hand how these skilled volunteers 
have dramatically improved the lives and reading abilities of 
the young students in the Valley. Trained volunteers make a 
difference in the schools where they work.” 
—BRUCE TITCOMB, VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR JOHN KELLEY ELEMENTARY CVSUD

 
“I really like to read … reading makes me happy. We all think 
volunteers have made reading fun for us, so I’m saying THANK 
YOU from every one of us.” 
—ROBIN, STUDENT AT LAS PALMITAS ELEMENTARY AND GUEST SPEAKER AT THE 
READ WITH ME VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

2022-2023 READ WITH ME PROJECTED BUDGET 
PROJECTED BUDGET

2022-2023
ACTUAL

2021–2022

INCOME

Grants $221,760.40 $145,993.46

Donations $280,950.00 $219,040.00

Revenue from Transportation Grant $117,585.60 $97,400.00 

Sub Total Donations $620,296.00 $462,433.46

Earned Interest Income  $23.30

Refunds  $2,008.44

TOTAL REVENUE $620,296.00 $464,465.20

Net Investment Income 

EXPENSES

Accounting & Professional Fees $2,500.00 $2,481.50

Bank Charges $100.00 $28.17

Books $95,000.00 $95,950.24

Buses Transportation $106,896.00 $102,500.70

Computer Services $0.00 $0.00

Employee Wages $181,000.00 $64,992.00

Emergency Fund Expense $5,000.00 $5,582.85

Field Trips $0.00 $0.00

Fund Raising Expenses $12,000.00 $14,279.49

Insurance $6,000.00 $6,561.00

Licenses, Permits & Dues $1,500.00 $991.46

Materials $30,000.00 $24,032.94

Meetings & Travel-Meals $3,000.00 $2,836.89

Office Expenses $6,500.00 $7,738.02

Payroll Expenses $18,800.00 $5,209.88

Postage $1,500.00 $554.75

PR & Marketing $14,000.00 $11,900.00

Printing & Stationery $1,000.00 $1,434.38

Rent $18,000.00 $20,976.00

Software Licenses $8,000.00 $7,142.14

Special Event Expenses $0.00 $0.00

Consultants $63,000.00 $64,291.16

Telephone & Internet $3,500.00 $2,165.07

Volunteer Appreciation $17,000.00 $14,518.85

Volunteer Training $4,000.00 $25.86

Web Management $0.00 $0.00

TOTALS $595,296.00 $456,193.35

Grants to Schools $17,000.00 $8,827.00

TOTAL EXPENSES $615,296.00 $465,020.35

$95,843
BOOKS PURCHASE AMOUNT

VOLUNTEER TRAINING
Our 334 volunteers received training on how to 
support young readers through a combination 
of in-person training at our office in Palm Desert 
and in their assigned schools as well as through 
remote training via Zoom. Trainings are designed 
in coordination with our cooperating schools to best 
prepare our volunteers for success. 

Alena Callimanis Mountain Vista volunteer.

2022 EMERGENCY FUND
Our Emergency Fund continues to help the families of our students who are faced 
with an unexpected or catastrophic situation and need immediate short-term 
assistance. These funds are designed to bridge the time between an emergency 
happening and when other resources kick in. As an example, two families whose 
trailer homes were destroyed by fire, got immediate assistance from us to help with 
food and shelter.  

Not all financial help results from tragedy, though. One of our students from Palm 
View Elementary School, Faith Zapata, with the help of her Read with Me volunteer 
Charmaine du Preez, earned a spot in the Scripps National Spelling Bee. Many 
of the expenses were paid by the Spelling Bee organization, but there was still a 
considerable out of pocket cost. Teachers at the school had a fundraiser and we 
made a significant contribution as well. We are proud of Faith and Charmaine for this 
wonderful achievement. A first for one for a Read with Me student and tutor! 

In 2022-2023, we will again have our Emergency Fund in place to help our 
students and their families in need.
 

—HORST ENGEL, EMERGENCY FUND COORDINATOR
334

NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS

10,423
TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS

33,317
BOOKS DONATED

Read with Me was awarded the Coachella 
Valley Spotlight Grant by KESQ News 
Channel 3 and the H.N. and Frances C. 
Berger Foundation for being an outstanding 
non-profit (left). RWM Board Members and 
our Student Speaker at the April Volunteer 
Appreciation Luncheon (right).  

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION
Our Read with Me volunteers were active in 17 
schools in Coachella Valley and Northern Nevada 
in 2021-2022. The more than 2000 students who 
worked with Read with Me volunteers showed 
significantly higher reading gains compared to their 
peers without volunteer support. For example, at 
Incline Elementary School, those students who 
were most behind grade-level reading benchmarks 
received Read with Me volunteer support in the 
classroom and after school Reading Club, which 
helped them begin to close the achievement gap as 
these students showed the greatest reading growth 
in the school. In every participating school, students 
who worked with volunteers outperformed those 
students without volunteers sometimes as much as 
4 times the growth! Read with Me continues to be a 
highly effective reading intervention for struggling 
readers and English language learners.

Happy student reading.

New Role with Read with Me Volunteer Programs. This summer, I joined 
the Read with Me team as our educational consultant. As Principal of Incline 
Elementary School partnering with Read with Me for the last six years, I 
have witnessed the tremendous impact that our Read with Me volunteers 
have had on student achievement.  Consistently, Read with Me was our most 
impactful reading intervention with students who read weekly with a volunteer 
for 20 minutes one-on-one outpacing their peers in reading growth.  Now, I 
am excited to be a part of the Read with Me leadership team in continuing 
to bring our wonderful program to schools across the Coachella Valley and 
Northern Nevada.
I am confident that my 30+ years as a public-school educator will be valuable 
in helping our non-profit continue provide outstanding supports to our 
students who are beginning their reading journeys, from learning to read to 
reading to learn!  Our mission is particularly focused on students who come 
from low income and limited English-speaking environments.
At Read with Me Volunteer Programs, we need your help to ensure that 
we can continue to provide volunteers, book giveaways, and school grant 
opportunities to our young readers.   If you live in the Coachella Valley or 
in Northern Nevada and want to work directly with students in kindergarten 
through 6th grade, please reach out to me through our website to contribute 
to Read with Me, or so that I can connect you with one of our Regional 
Volunteer Coordinators and help you get started as a RWM volunteer.
Together we can make a difference! Thank you for your support!

Dan Zimmerman
CONSULTANT
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